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Switzerland in relation to Hitlerist Germany embraces
the problems both of Holland and Belgium; Switzer-
land, too., has a vulnerable frontier, and above all, she
is multi-racial and multi-lingual. She has, moreover,
a remarkable federal constitution, and presents from
every point of view the complete antithesis to the
German Reich to-day. And since, as Bryce wrote,1
the virtues of the Swiss constitution have not attracted
the attention of the world, there seems every reason
to examine the impact of the New Germany upon the
West by examining her relations with Switzerland.
The Swiss look back upon a continuous history
since 1291, when the men of the Forest States of Uri,
Schwyz and Unterwalden entered into the now cele-
brated pact which bound them "in view of the bad
times and for their better protection and defence, to
stand by one another, with counsel and with action,
with life and with property, with united force and
strength, against any and all who threaten oppression
and injustice/' These mountain people were, like the
people of Alsace and Baden, of Alemannic descent
and spoke purely German dialects; they lived within
the Holy Roman Empire as subjects of the Habsburg
Dukes of Austria. It was against the administrative
interference of the Habsburgs' bailiffs and nobles that
the pact of 1291 was mainly directed, and the legendary
national hero, William Tell, is supposed to have been
a man of this time whose action typified the inde-
pendent spirit of the Swiss. Owing to the mountain-
ous character of their homes, but also to a remarkable
combination of independent spirit with competence,
the Switzer people were able to win astonishing
1 Modern Democracies > vol. i., p. 505.